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foreword 


We, the members of the Staff and members of 
the Graduating Class, present this MEMORIES to 
you with every good wish. We hope this Year¬ 
book will reward you with many enjoyable hours 
of entertainment and pleasure. 


'Dedication 


To the Members of the Faculty and to our Par¬ 
ents, we the members of the Class of *58 ded¬ 
icate this volume. To us, you have been our 
source of inspiration, encouragement, and help. 

It is with very great love and pride we dedicate 
this book to those who believe in us. 































To the Class of *58: 

It is very pleasing to me to know that you are continuing 
a tradition of your school by publishing another issue of the 
MEMORIES. It has been my fortunate privilege for many years 
to see this publication improved in style and contents each 
year, and I am sure that this issue will not be an exception. 


The faculty and students of this school are very proud of 
this project which you have undertaken, and I assure you that 
we will do all that is within our power to help you to make 
the 1958 issue of MEMORIES a credit to you and your school. 


Oscar A. Peay, Principal 









RANDAL R. JAMES, B.S. 
Livingstone College 
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Shaw University 
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EMMA LEE CREDLE 
Scranton, N. C. 
Ambition: Airline Hostess 

FREDDIE FRANKLIN 
Swan Quarter, N. C. 
Ambition: Lieutenant in 
Marine Corp 




ELLA PEARL GIBBS 
Swan Quarter, N. C. 
Ambition: English and 
History Teacher 

CARRIE LEE GREENE 
Swan Quarter, N. C. 
Ambition: Stenographer 





























OLA MAE HILL 
Fairfield, N. C. 

Ambition: Nurse and 

Physical Education Instructor 

ALICE JANE KOWARD 
Scranton, N. C. 

Ambition: Private Secretary 







ANNIE MAE LUCAS 
Swan Quarter, N. C. 
Ambition: Business Education 
Instructor 

OLLIE LEE EARL LUCAS 
Swan Quarter, N. C. 
Ambition: Engineer 




WILLIE MACK McCABE 
Swan Quarter, N. fc. 
Ambition: Agriculture 
Instructor 

LUZZINNA SPENCER 
Swan Quarter, N. C. 
Ambition: Business 
Education Teacher 








































CLASS COLORS 
Blue and Pink 
CLASS FLOWER 
White Carnations 


CLASS MOTTO 
Ever Onward 
and Upward! 













Class History 


September 3, 1954, a band of 38 eager faces made a determined upward 
climb. It was a joyous promise. Of course, this was our day to begin our glo¬ 
rious journey from Hyde County Training School on a new and hopeful adven¬ 
ture in search for the fountain of deeper and richer knowledge. So with up¬ 
lifted heads and smiling faces our caravan set out on its journey not knowing 
what the consequences would be. 

Upon this occasion we met Mrs. Ashe who gave us some very significant 
facts of English and Literature. We were also introduced to Mr. James by our 
principal Mr. O. A. Peay. Mr. James bestowed within our minds some very 
engaging factors on Math, Health, and Science. After a nine months tour we 
decided to stop and rest for about three months after collecting so many ben¬ 
eficial facts from our trip. 

August 31, 1956, we started out meeting our good friend, Mr. James, and a 
new friend, Mrs. Moore, who gave us stronger facts this time. Mr. James pre¬ 
sented to us Biology; Mis. Moore, English; and Mr. Peay, Spanish and Economics. 
Three members of our group decided that they had not collected enough facts so 
they waited for the oncoming caravan that was close behind us. At the end of 
nine months we rested again for three months. 

After examining our maps we found that we did not have too much further to 
go so with intense interest we began our journey enthusiastically again. This 
year Mrs. Moore gave us more interesting facts in English; Mr. James, in Physics; 
and Mr. Peay, in Economics, and Advanced Spanish. But the most fascinating 
event of this year was APRIL SHOWERS, the Junior-Senior Prom. At that time we 
spent an evening of four hours of divine joy with Willie Moore and his Orchestra 
playing for us. Too soon now it was time for us to pause and rest for three months. 

On September 3, 1957, we re-checked our map and became very sad --so 
soon our trip was to draw to a close. We only had twelve of our original band. 
Somewhere along the way they had stopped along the way, but we were deter¬ 
mined to finish our journey together. We met our same teachers this year but 
they had varied courses to offer. 

Through all of this trip we had joys and sorrows, and now there is a special 
sad note as we approach the end of our great venmre, but we must face tomorrow 
with a smile and determination without our companions of the past four years. 
Ever upward and onward we must go. 






Class Prophecy 


Do you recall May 28. 1958, when the members of our class were leaving the 

thltTdeoMW , n' he ^ SpendiDg f0Ur b “PPy y e ™ - 

that we decided to have a reunion at the end of four years? The four years sued 
by so swiftly — so soon I realized that the time had come. ^ ** 

It so happened that we two attended the same business school in New York 

ta7the nTT f h t0 a “ end 3 bUSi " eSS meeti "S <«“> Ella Pearl Gibbs tak- 
teina L h T ttog “ d Carrie Lee 35 Wto). Their main jobs 
being stenographers in offices at New York University. There we met some 

It theTm^eTr “» Z leamed ‘ hat L “ 2Zinna Spencer W3S Assiaant Manager 
WmJ Ch T ? g; Lucy Gray Blount > 3 ni g ht <** entertainer at the 

H 0 'ts HoZl / AnD ! e M “ Cl3lk 3nd AU “ Jane Howard «ere at John 
Hopkins Hospital - Annie Mae, a nurse, and Alice Jane, a secretary Freddie 

a H "n H0USE R0CKERS 3ppe3t ° ften ln P er30n « the AppoHo Theatre 
Ola Mae Hill. a nurse at Chicago Nursing School in Chicago; AmS^Mae llZ 

was teachmg Busmess Education at LaSalle Extension University, Chicago Ollie’ 
Lee Earl Lucas,, an M.P. a. Fort Dix, N.J., Willie McCabe, a Lmnanfi^he 

Le nTne ^ Ctedle - “ •"*“ h0Ste “ “ the Pan American Air- 

AH this was good news to us and we welcomed the bits of gossip for then we 
world aboulm memberS ° f °" Cl “ teally taW "S P^ces in the 


Carrie Lee Greene 
Ella Pearl Gibbs 
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Class Will 


We, the Senior Class of 1958, of the Hyde County Training School being in 
reasonable good health and sound mind, do hereby make this our last will and 
testament. 

Freddie Franklin wills his quietness to Edward Saunders, and ability to dance 
to Dennis Spencer. 

Ola Mae Hill leaves her reputation as being most studious to Carrie Mae 
Burrus, and Alma Jean Greene the ability to keep her good grades up. 

Lucy Blount wills her ability to get Geometry and Chemistry problems to 
James Edward Keyes, and her slim figure to Alice Marie Blount. 

Luzzinna Spencer wills her ability to be temperate in speaking to Mary C. 
Cooper; and her quietness to Winfield Merrick. 

Ella Pearl Ginns wills her stoutness to Eva Mae Hill; and to Chester Harris her 
ability to be quiet. 

Carrie Lee Greene wills her jolly actions to Wilson Chance; and her ladylike 
disposition tc Margaret Barrow. 

Alice Jane Howard wills her promptness to school to Marriotte Greene. 

Annie Mae Clark wills her height to anyone who can use it; and her ability 
to write to William Gray. 

Annie Mae Lucas wills her popularity to Annie Ruth Moore; and her technique 
to work in the lunchroom to Barbara Ann Whitaker. 

Erma Lee Credle wills her ability "not to make game" at anyone who is less 
fortunate than others to Lucy Mae Lovick, Alma Jean Greene, Ethel Mae Mackey. 

Ollie Lee Earl Lucas wills his good sportsmanship to James Edward Keyes; and 
braveness to Lorenzia Simpson. 

Willie McCabe wills his neat appearance to Maxwell Toppings; and his ability 
to make others laugh without appearing silly to Willie Collins. 

The Senior Class leaves to Mr. Peay and the members of the faculty peace, 
happiness, good health, prosperity, and long life. 

This is our last will and testament, the twenty-fourth day of May, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand nine hundred fifty-eight. 

Testators: Erma Lee Credle 
Luzzinna Spencer 








President- 

Vice President 

Secretary- 

Treasurer- 


-WILLIAM GRAY 

MARRIOTTE GREENE 
(not shown) 
ALMA JEAN GREENE 
LUCY MAE LOVICK 


junior Class 























Sophomore Class Officers 


President- 

Vice President 
Secretary - - - 
Treasurer - - - 


-CHESTER HARRIS 

-HATTIE MARY SWAIN 
- ANNIE RUTH MOORE 
-CAROL JONES 


















freshman Class Officers 


President-- - MARION GIBBS 

Vice President.-WILLIE SAUNDERS 

Secretary..BARBARA ANN WHITAKER 


Treasurer 


ERNESTINE MARGO MIDGETT 




















Beginners’ Band 
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School %us 'Drivers 


Substitute Driver ■ 


LEON REENE 


Lorenzia Simpson 
Daniel Slade, Jr. 
Winfield Merrick 
Wilson Chance 
George Edward Saunders 
Ralph Credle, Jr. 
James Edward Keyes 









J. L. SWINDELL 
MEATS 

Swan Quarter, North Carolina 


JACK’S 

COOKIES 

Washington, North Carolina 
Enjoy Our Delicious Fresh Cookies 



Fresh Meats 
General Merchandise 
Groceries 
Gas and Oil 

Swan Quarter, N. C. 

Telephone 40-6 


Washing — Lubrication - Atlas Accessories 


SWAN QUARTER 



Give Us a Try-We Satisfy 


Swan Quarter, North Carolina 


JIMMIE W. SPENCER, Prop. 


Phone 29-6 

















Compliments of 



CAFE 


604 Albemarle Avenue 
GROCETERIA 
602 Bonner Street 
TOURIST HOME 
620 Albemarle Avenue 


Greenville, North Carolina 












BERRY WORDS 


Volume 2. Number 5 Issue 7 May 1991 

Rather ferret them out, and drag them into open day. 

— John Wesley 

Big Brother is watching you. 

— George Orwell 


CENSORSHIP: "REDNECKS" AND "NIGGERS" 

Few subjects remain for mean-spirited treatment by those of 
us who are part of the great consensus of Twentieth Century 
Liberalism -- so many juicy subjects have been tabooed in our 
pursuit of coerced perfect virtue. In fact, we have been so 
intimidated that we don't even raise certain subjects, even 
though we have no mean-spirited intention; we might just have an 
intellectual or jocular interest in them. For example, no longer 
may we say a word about the possible goods of inequality, or 
raise the subject of group intelligence; nor will we dare utter 
those colorful words that used to identify races and 
nationalities, or sub-groups within them. 

Though it is taboo to slander many groups anymore, there are 
exceptions. Among those on the approved list for slander are 
"rednecks," evangelical Christians, white men, and SOBs (Southern 
Outer Banks Poor White Trash). For some years I have jotted down 
references to "rednecks" (or, "red-necks") and "niggers". The 
currently fashionable coercive consensus forbids even whispering 
"nigger," even in quotation marks unless one is quite emphatic 
that one is furiously indignant that some yahoos still use it 
without the marks. But "redneck" is still an acceptable word; in 
fact, the CAMS (College Attended Masses) delight in using it; it 
is one of the little collection of epithets in their vocabulary, 
the use of which they think distinguishes them as knowledgeable, 
refined, cultured, and superior to us know-nothings. 


BERRY WORDS is published 12 times a year at 962 Summer Hill 
Drive, Gambrills, MD 21054 (phone 301-674-2237). The 
subscription costs $12.00 a year. 

Copyright 1991 Merlin Schenck Berry 
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When a word is used in discussion in Sunday School classes 
in mainstream churches, we know the bland totalitarians will let 
us use it without losing one's 20th Century Liberal credentials. 
When I heard it in that setting, I later handed out a written 
question to a few people asking if that meant it was now okay to 
again refer to "niggers." No one has mentioned my handout, but I 
have not heard about "rednecks" again, from that particular 
group, who are now perhaps "sensitive to the dignity" of others. 

Of course the class is just a drop in the vast sea of 
Correct Feeling and Sensitivity. Three further instances will 
illustrate my point. Mr. Ernest Furgurson is an associate editor 
of, and writes a column in, the Baltimore Sun . In the April 3, 
1991 issue, he had a piece titled "Deathbed Confessions and 
Living Politicians," in which he reflects upon the life of the 
recently deceased Mr. Lee Atwater. He writes that Mr. Atwater 
"...was born in a state where Strom Thurmond rode old-fashioned, 
red-neck racism to the governorship and the U.S. Senate." I read 
most of Mr. Furgurson's articles; they usually reflect a high 
moral stance — in selected subjects -- and they are always 
Politically Correct. I do not have in my files any reference Mr. 
Furgurson has made to the "nigger racism" of, say, Mr. Jesse 
Jackson's appeals. 

With this change of terms, from "redneck" to "nigger," and 
the change of the names of the persons, the author could be 
talking about Mr. Jackson, Mr. Barry, Mr. Gus Savage, or many 
leaders of the NAACP. One example: the author writes that Mr. 
Atwater "...insinuated race into elections at every level...." 

Had I missed the name of the deceased, I could have justly 
assumed he referred to any of the above. Can you recall any 
election in the last 30 years into which people like them did not 
"insinuate" race? I do not recall any exceptions. 

A few days later, on April 6, my wife told me about a 
comment on the "Inside Washington" program of political punditry. 
Mr. Hugh Sidey, one of its regulars, commented upon Mr. Atwater 
as "kind of a redneck." I have never heard Mr. Sidey or anyone 
in the press mention Mr. A1 Sharpton or Mr. Jackson as "kind of a 
nigger." Now, Mr. Sidey was using it in a jocular manner, 
without malice. He could also say "kind of a nigger" without 
malice to refer to some colorful Black, say, Mr. Jackson, who 
plays on his background by exaggerating the characteristics 
mythically associated with the term. The backward Whites 
consider "redneck" to be as insulting as forward Blacks consider 
"nigger" to be. 

In the July 1988 issue of National Geographic magazine, an 
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article appeared by an author named Erla Zwingle, titled "Atlanta 
on the Rise," which refers to a "redneck," not just to an 
individual, but to a whole town. She wrote that, 'No matter 
where I went - from redneck Smyrna in the northwest to downtown's 
black Atlanta University to the old-money bastions of Ansley Park 
- Atlantans described their town indulgently as "adolescent" ' 
(Page 10). I re-read the article to see if she gave equal time to 
one of the other areas around Atlanta and identified it as a 
"niggertown"; she had not. The censoring out of this fact even 
affected the euphony of her sentence. From the history 
teacher's, and from the English teacher's, point of view, the 
sentence would have been properly balanced if she had written " - 
from redneck Smyrna in suburbia to the moneyed enclaves of Ansley 
Park to niggertown downtown -". This revision would have better 
served both euphony and truth; it grants literary equality to all 
classes. 

The National Geographic carries articles about all sorts of 
people. Blacks, for instance, always seem to have quiet dignity, 
a painful history, or the "courage of their convictions" ("Sea 
Change in the Sea Islands," December 87 issue, caption on page 
760). We readers are also humans, also solicitous of the dignity 
of others; we don't need gratuitous comments in order to find 
common ground with other humans. What their writers are doing 
here, is patronizing Blacks. They seem to think we will assume 
their Blacks have no dignity, unless they knock us over the head 
with the fact. The Blacks ought to be outraged by such demeaning 
patronage. The Geographic 's editorializing is merely more 
Politically Correct Feeling worn on the sleeve. They flash it at 
us, signalling, "Hey, look at us; we have Correct Feeling." I 
wrote them a letter pointing out the error of their ways. They 
responded with the usual non-answer one gets from publications. 
Their interest is in effect, not fact; in taboos, not truth. 

Alas! I will probably never hear any of the "polite" press 
talk about "niggers," only "rednecks." 


Other moves are afoot. Since the Black Yakkers, the 
National Council of Churches, and assorted Correct Organizations, 
have declared 15th Century Columbus not to have had Politically 
Correct 20th Century Feelings; we must make Ohio change the name 
of its capital, and other states their towns with that 
unacceptable name. Raleigh is out, because Sir Walter started 
the English settlement efforts, so he was anti-native American. 
No, not "American"; that is Euro-centric and racist; we must come 
up with a new name for the Western Hemisphere. Shall we name our 
hemisphere "West Africa"? It is all west of Africa. This is the 
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only name I can think of which the censors might approve. Get 
rid of all places named Jackson, for Andrew was mean to the 
Cherokees, "natives" of "West Africa." 

A move is afoot also to eradicate the memory of the 
religious heritage of the United States. With suppression of 
religious heritage; towns, counties, rivers, mountain peaks, 
flags, mottoes of "publicly financed" schools, mottoes of all 
schools that get a penny of your tax money in any form — all 
will have to change their names and mottoes - St. Mary’s 
(Maryland), San Diego, San Francisco, Los Angeles, St. Joseph, 
Corpus Christi, St. Augustine, perhaps even Providence, because 
the word smells of religious faith; Ascension County (Louisiana) 
and San Juan County (New Mexico); Mt. Pisgah (North Carolina); 
the Hawaiian flag with its blatant use of the crosses of 
Christian saints. Harvard College must change its motto (if, 
indeed, it has not done so): "veritas: Christo et ecclesiae" 
("Truth : for Christ and Church"). I'm betting they have dropped 
everything but "veritas." If they have done so, I urge them to 
drop "veritas" also. Yale's motto is even more offensive to the 
TCL correctness: "veritas vos liberabit" ("The Truth shall make 
you free"). It is a quotation (John 8.32) from Jesus Christ 
Himself! Could there be anything more unacceptably Christlike? 

During odd moments, I am going through the indexes of maps, 
to find all those names that will have to be changed before we 
will have finally stamped out the memory of European and 
Christian history. So far I have done Louisiana, founded by 
those European Catholics; and North Carolina, settled by those 
British, and later German, Protestants. In North Carolina all 
these names will have to go: Ararat, Columbus (town and county), 
Columbia, Dare County (Virginia Dare was a European child), Mount 
Gilead, Mount Olive, Mount Ulla, Nebo, Pisgah Forest (and Pisgah 
National Forest, and Mt. Pisgah), Providence (Caswell County), 
Providence (Granville County), Saint John, Saint Pauls, 

Salemburg, Shiloh, Siloam, Smyrna, Stecoah (from Tecoah?), 
Trinity, Valle Crucis (Vale of the Cross), Westminster, the Salem 
part of Winston-Salem, Zebulon, Zionville. 

Louisiana, all the southwestern states, and California, 
will be found to be especially sinful; they flaunt their 
religious heritage at every turn in the road. In Louisiana, 
there are counties named Ascension, Assumption, Concordia (which 
just might have a religious element), St. Bernard, St. Charles, 
St. Helena, St. James, St. John the Baptist, St. Landry, St. 

Mary, St. Martin, St. Tammany. Unacceptable southern politics 
will require that Jefferson Davis County go, as will the town of 
Dixie Inn. 
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In fact, rename practically everything. Outdo even the 
orgies of renaming that the Communists used to do, and that the 
East European Un-Communists are now doing. Form an official 
American Inquisition whose zeal for purity will put that old 
Renaissance Spanish court to shame. As it is now, the Black 
Inquisition and the TCL Inquisiton do not have complete power to 
force purity in every single corner of America; combine them, 
make them the American Inquisition, with official sanction, give 
them powers to coerce with arms if intimidation fails, and purity 
is assured. 

Do not assume that my suggestions are fanciful, that such 
things are too ridiculous to be taken seriously. The Secular 
Puritans are already on the move; they are examining your 
historical writings and opinions, dissecting your speeches and 
occasional comments, "intuiting" your attitudes at your place of 
work, divining the deep significance of your body movements when 
you are within a hundred yards' of a "minority, " sniffing at your 
thoughts. They have badgered sports teams to get rid of their 
names, such as "Redskins," "Indians," and "Braves." A high 
school in Virginia actually was coerced by the Puritans into 
dropping the name "Rebels." We are in for a long seige of this 
coercion, if we let them get away with it without dissent. 
Dissenters will have to pay a high price, of course. The 
Puritans will demand that all recalcitrants wear around their 
necks a scarlet letter, perhaps an "H" for "Heretic," or "I" for 
"Insensitive" or "Incorrect." 

Think how bland will be the world when all unacceptable 
names, jokes, epithets, slurs, and subjects, are gone from the 
public forum, by fiat of Big Brother and the Thought Police. Over 
the grave of the Human Intellect, we shall raise a stone 
inscribed: "Requiescat in ignominia" ("Rest in disgrace"). 


CORRECTIONS to Issues 1-6: 

When a lady asked Samuel Johnson how, in his Dictionary , he 
came to define "pastern" the "knee of a horse," he answered, 
"Ignorance, Madame, pure ignorance." Nobody has bothered to 
point out my errors, ignorance and oversights in Berry Words , so 
I have had to comb the texts myself. 

Issue 2: On page 1, paragraph 1, I said I could find 
nothing about snow in Dickens' A Christmas Carol . I was writing 
from memory. Later I felt obliged to check on my accuracy, so I 
read it again. Well, he does mention snow, but snow itself has 
no sentimental claptrap about it. Rather than having read 
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Northern versifiers about sleigh bells, the Southern children 
would have better read the second-rate writers of the South, like 
John Pendleton Kennedy. 

On page 5, last paragraph, I have committed the grammatical 
sin of using a plural verb after having used a singular verb for 
the same noun. I have done this in other places, too. 

Issue 3: On page 4, paragraph 4, I have written 
"principle,” rather than the correct "principal," on the first 
line, for the head of a school. 

On page 5, paragraph 3, I managed to commit two errors of 
fact in one sentence: (1) The last name of the Jewish 

contributor to the American Revolution is not spelled "Solomon," 
but "Salomon." (2) He was not a North Carolinian; he was a 
resident of Philadelphia. 

—end Issue 7-- 



